
European educational systems have long been striving to ensure equitable 
learning opportunities for every student. Providing equitable opportunities for 
girls or migrant students has traditionally been at the centre of this effort; 
providing them for boys is a relatively recent aspect, but it is increasingly 
becoming an issue of outmost urgency. Throughout Europe, there is dire need for 
special attention to adolescent boys’ literacy development and attitudes, since 
this group is more likely to be at risk. Numerous studies connect adolescent boys’ 
academic failure to their low reading engagement, pointing out that secondary-
school boys are the group most likely to state that reading is boring, that they find 
it hard to find interesting books, and that they only read at school.  
 
For this reason, the Boys Reading project aims to make reading an integral part in 
the life of boys aged 11-15 years. The project consortium asserts that this can only 
be achieved if teenage boys acquire control over their reading and are enabled to 
choose their readings from books that satisfy their actual needs and interests. 
Addressing the needs of boys effectively requires dialogue and the collective 
effort of all partners in the education process, including government, educators, 
parents, and community members.  
 
The Boys Reading project aims to: 

 Raise the motivation and interest of boys to read and write in order to 
close the gender gap 

 Open up schools to appealing materials, including digital ones, to make 
reading and writing relevant to boys’ individual preferences 

 Facilitate contact with male role-models engaging in literacy and 

 Develop initiatives aimed at making language development fun and  
appealing for adolescent boys. 

Percy Jackson and the Olympians. The 
Lightning Thief  

Middle School/ Mid-secondary School (in Poland between primary 
school and secondary school, pupils' age: from 13 to 15 years). 
Gimnazjum No. 22 in Lodz, co-educational public school. The 
program is based on the guidelines of the Ministry 
Demographics of students/classes where implementation took: 
Class 1c, 23 pupils aged 13 years; 15 girls, 8 boys.  
Teachers: Alicja Krzemińska - female, Age: 60, English and Polish 
teacher with 35 years experience in education sector. Anna 
Śliwińska - female, age: 50, 24 years of experience, master of Polish 
philology, completed postgraduate studies in the analysis of 
literary work at the University of Lodz. 
Lesson (Two teaching units, selected below): 
The lesson is a summary of a series of classes devoted to discussing 
the reading of ‘Percy Jackson and the Olympians. The Lightning 
Thief’. 
The main objective is a comparison of two different literary texts, 
novels by R. Riordan and the myth of Perseus (to show the lasting 
themes in literature; and the role-playing games; plot creating 
considered as literature). 
Methods: The lesson was constructed in accordance with the core 
curriculum of teaching Polish language and literature. Methodology 
components used heuristics, lectures and brainstorming. 
During the lesson, the students compare similarities not only 
between two distant literary texts, but also find common elements 
of these texts with computer games. At the next lesson the 
students develop proposals prepared for homework, which could 
take two forms:  

 an easier one - to write the typical characteristics of a hero; 

 more difficult one - to create a RPG card about a hero.. 
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Amos Oz ‘How to cure a fanatic’  
Middle School/ Mid-secondary School (in Poland between 
primary school and secondary school, pupils' age: from 13 to 
15 years). Gimnazjum No. 1 in Lodz, co-educational public 
school. The program is based on the guidelines of the 
Ministry.  
Demographics of students/classes where implementation 
took: Class 2b, Mixed group of boys and girls aged 14.  
Teacher: Monika Bińkowska-Błaszczyk – female. Age: 37, 14 
years of experience in foreign language teaching, EFL teacher, 
little experience in teaching literature in cross-curricular 
subjects. Previous EU funded and non-EU funded projects 
coordinator. 
Lesson: The lessons within the unit were based on the essay 
by Amos Oz ‘How to cure a fanatic’. 
 
The main objectives of the lesson monitored were: 

 To define a fanatic 

 To find the reasons why people are prone to fanaticism 

 To find a cure for fanatic behaviour 
 
Activities:  

 Brainstorming the associations with the word FANATIC 

 Short presentation of Amos Oz 

 Sharing the fragments that were moving for the 
readers – pair work 

 Looking for the answers to the given key questions + 
outcome presentation – group work 

 Trying to recognise fanatics in real life – discussion 

 Reading famous quotes on fanaticism by other 
authors. 
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Benefits 
 

 The greatest success is certainly that students 
(including boys) liked the proposed texts and 
teachers approved them as well. Their appearance 
during the lessons aroused the enthusiasm of the 
students. They were truly engaged to activities. 

 A good selection of proven teaching methods 
(activities) taken from the toolkit.  

 Positive reaction of the teachers – who are not 

always well-oriented in popular literature, loved by 

the boys - it's a huge success. 

Matching traditional school curriculum with contemporary texts that interest young people. Creating a bridge between 
old and recent literature. 

 

Activation of those students who have problems with reading, but who are “fluent” in the world of new media – making 
them closer to their area of interest and educational tools. 

 

Improving teachers’ relationships with students. 
 

Manual has been prepared in such a way as to be able to use it creatively: it introduces activities and texts to draw from 
them the information about interesting topics, but at the same time it gives teachers an opportunity to develop their 

own, original lessons. 
 

We should not impose too extend readings – it is better to suggest only a fragment and encourage students to reach for 
the whole book in their free time. 

 

Better knowledge of the publishing market and books addressed to young readers - both by teachers children and 
parents – it works! 
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Challenges 
 

 The main problem proved to be time. It is not as easy 
as desired to fit a particular reading (especially a 
whole book) into the curriculum. 

 Another potential problem appears to be diversity in 
classes in Polish schools. Students often strongly dif-
fer in the level of knowledge and commitment, mak-
ing it difficult to conduct lessons attractive and useful 
for all (not gender wise). 

 Organizational and financial resources in Polish 
schools rarely allow to introduce different kinds of 
new media, and certainly not in such amount and 
form as we would like to do in the project. 
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“I could learn about novels currently read by boys and lots of activities to use in class. I 
also liked many ideas related to blended learning approach. I could compare the lesson 

plans developed in different countries. That was really an inspiring experience”  
 - Alicja Krzemińska, teacher, School No. 22 in Lodz 

 
 

“The most important is the exchange of experience. I have 
been teaching in gymnasium for two years and I learned a lot 
from my colleagues at the workshop - new solutions to work 
with different texts. It was also crucial that we could actually 

see the new, popular books, "touch" what young people read 
and "feel" what is fashionable among today's teenagers. I'm 

still learning how to teach and for me such an opportunity had 
the greatest value”  

- Polish teacher from Lodz 
 

”really liked these texts we were asked to read. It was 
something different. I love fantasy”  

- Maciej, 15 years old 
 
          

”I hope more lessons have activities like those had”  
- Damian, 14 years old  


