
European educational systems have long been striving to ensure equitable 
learning opportunities for every student. Providing equitable opportunities for 
girls or migrant students has traditionally been at the centre of this effort; 
providing them for boys is a relatively recent aspect, but it is increasingly 
becoming an issue of outmost urgency. Throughout Europe, there is dire need for 
special attention to adolescent boys’ literacy development and attitudes, since 
this group is more likely to be at risk. Numerous studies connect adolescent boys’ 
academic failure to their low reading engagement, pointing out that secondary-
school boys are the group most likely to state that reading is boring, that they find 
it hard to find interesting books, and that they only read at school.  
 
For this reason, the Boys Reading project aims to make reading an integral part in 
the life of boys aged 11-15 years. The project consortium asserts that this can only 
be achieved if teenage boys acquire control over their reading and are enabled to 
choose their readings from books that satisfy their actual needs and interests. 
Addressing the needs of boys effectively requires dialogue and the collective 
effort of all partners in the education process, including government, educators, 
parents, and community members.  
 
The Boys Reading project aims to: 

 Raise the motivation and interest of boys to read and write in order to 
close the gender gap 

 Open up schools to appealing materials, including digital ones, to make 
reading and writing relevant to boys’ individual preferences 

 Facilitate contact with male role-models engaging in literacy and 

 Develop initiatives aimed at making language development fun and  
appealing for adolescent boys. 

 “Pictures about words and words about 
pictures. The narrative art in comic books, 

graphic novels and illustrated words”  
Agrupamento de Escolas Afonso de Paiva, Castelo Branco: 
No. and level of students: 15; level: 8th year (12-13 years old, 
boys only).  This unit uses some of the same books of case 
study one: 
 

 Oliver and the Seawigs 

 Blacksad Amarillo Nr. 5. Arcádia  

 Tales of Dunk and Egg. The Sworn Sword. 

  How to be a pirate. 

 But also other books: 

 Almeida, Irmão Lobo/ Brother Wolf  

 Delisle, Pyongyang, A Journey in North Korea 

 Tamaki and Tamaki, This One Summer. 

 
It focuses on making reading suggestions through book 
excerpts and link these to ICT technologies, such as padlet, 
Glogster, Twitter. It also involves older readers making 
suggestions to younger 
readers in the school library.  
This planning was developed 
in the school library with 8th 
graders. 
 
The planning was divided 
into 3 lessons each one with 
a general topic:  “To know visual texts”, “How to motivate 
students to read some books through pictures and pre-
reading activities”, “To understand pictures and words 
interaction”. 
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“Pictures about words and words about 
pictures” 
Centre for Reading Promotion Serra da Estrela – CPLSE; No. and level 
of students:115 (63 boys); level:  5th, 6th, 7th (10-13 years old). The 
groups in each class were organized only with boys or with girls.  
 
BOOKS 

 Kinney, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, nr. 9 The Long Haul 

 Díaz Canales and Guarnido, Blacksad Amarillo 

 Martin (adapted by Avery; Art: Miller). Tales of Dunk and 
Egg. The Sworn Sword  

 Magalhães, O Estranhão. Acordem-me quando isto 
acabar/ The Odd One Wake me when this is finished 

 Reeve and McIntyre, Oliver and the Seawigs 

 Cowel, How to be a pirate 

 Masannek, The Wild Soccer Bunch. Julian the Mighty 

 Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince 

 
Organized as a book promotion event, involving a poll and marketing 
campaigns for books involving ICT support. The whole event was 
organized around a target: to win readers over to the book the boys 
are campaigning. 
The planning was developed for Citizenship. These lessons occurred 
while the election campaign for the Portuguese President 
(December 2015 – February 2016) was happening showing the 
importance of contextualized teaching. The planning: 4 lessons, with 
a general topic: “To know visual texts”, “Book campaigning” (2) and 
the last one “Reading partners”. An award for the best campaigning 
in digital support: Tales of Dunk and Egg. The Sworn Sword, 
organized by a group of boys (74 of the 115 participants voted in this 
campaigning). 
Digital support: available on the blog of the school, in the website 
“Boys Reading”: cplserradaestrela.blogspot.pt. 
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- Portugal- 
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Benefits 
 

 Motivation of reluctant readers for reading. 

 Development of critical thinking and the 
knowledge of the world, through reading. 

 Knowledge of different literary categories and 
subcategories. 

 Development of creativity, concerning writing, 
writing slogans, creating images both in paper and 
ICT. 

 Development of team work. 

 Development of dialogue competences. 

 The involvement in a different project and the 
possibility of sharing ideas with students from 
other countries. 

Include in school libraries more books that could interest boys. 
Technology related to literature is also to be considered. 

School libraries and classrooms should be better equipped with computers and other multimedia devices. 
Interdisciplinary approach is a strong motivation. 

 
Reasons to use literature in education 

Increase students’ engagement in reading and participation in lessons. 
Impact on shaping attitudes towards readership among students. 

Include literature in the classroom is a good bridge to other kind of knowledge, like History and real events. 
Create a bridge between traditional and contemporary literature. 

Increasing involvement of boys in reading and discussions in the classroom by using familiar texts and media. 
Make students closer to their area of interest and educational tools. 

Personal and professional development of teachers. 
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Challenges 
 

 Try to reach politicians to disseminate these results 
so that they may change curricula including some 
findings of this research. For example, in the Portu-
guese situation, trying to motivate the Director of 
The National Reading Plan, the Director of the Portu-
guese Institute of Book, Files and Libraries - Direção-
Geral do Livro, dos Arquivos e das Bibliotecas and 
other managers of public and private educational/ 
social institutions. 

 

 After the end of the Project, going on with imple-
mentation in schools and libraries all over the coun-
try. 
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RESULTS 

“The kind of books and subjects have to match the boys’ 

interests (graphic novels, cartoons, humor). The 

involvement of students and evaluation activities related 

to reading [motivates boys]” 

          

 – Carla Nunes, School Afonso de Paiva,  

Castelo Branco,3rd Cycle.         

 

 

“Using new technologies motivates boys’ reading”           

 

– Sílvia Melchior, School Frei Heitor Pinto Covilhã,   

            Primary Education and 3rd Cycle. 

“We didn’t know there were projects and research about this topic 
and if we had not attended the Boys Reading training, we would 
never have known about this, this is very  useful for our practice”   

    
-  Joaquim Ponciano, School Afonso de Paiva,  

Castelo Branco, 3rd Cycle   


