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Boys' Reading Toolkit Part I   

Introduction 
 

This is Part I of the Boys' Reading Toolkit. This toolkit is for European educators, parents and 
researchers who would like to know how they can best motivate reluctant boy readers to get 
engaged with teen or young adult literature, which may be characterized by their focus on 
children’s and adolescents’ experiences, problems, and hopes during their transition to 
adulthood. It is also an invitation to that audience to get better acquainted with the kinds 
(categories) of books, preferred plot topics (subcategories) and titles of teen and young adult 
literature for boys aged 11 to 14.  

This introduction describes the kind of reading materials boys prefer to read by category, as well 
as the topics (subcategories) they generally select to read about. It defines each category and 
subcategory in general terms and gives examples of concrete titles of teen and young adult 
fiction that are being used by reading boys in Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Portugal, and 
Romania, and which illustrate those categories/subcategories. 

The introduction also highlights some other categories and subcategories that were mentioned 
in a survey carried out in those countries and which may be of particular interest for boys in one 
country or another, since there are particular cultural ways of engaging with national culture 
though boys’ fiction. 

At the end of this introduction the reader will find suggestions on what may appeal to boys’ 
reading across the mentioned categories and subcategories. 

 

The survey 
These reading suggestions for boys’ reading were arrived at through national surveys in the 
above-mentioned countries, which included visits to bookshops, identification of relevant 
reading research websites, and interviews to school librarians, teachers and parents, as well as 
to boys (and  some girls) aged 10-15.  

There were 10 visits to bookshops, mostly two per country, which constituted a micro market 
research on the kind of books or written texts most appreciated by boys aged 11-15. Some of 
the reading research websites identified in 3 countries can be consulted at the end of the toolkit, 
as well as the bibliographic research carried out by all countries involved. Several focus group 
interviews were carried out with librarians, teachers and parents (26 in total) to find out what 
they had to say on 11-15 year-old boys’ reading preferences. These numbers were 
complemented with the answers and comments of over forty-four 11 to 15 year-old boys (and 
some girls), who were interviewed individually or in groups. 

 



    
 

2014-1-HR01-KA200-007171 
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission.  

This publication [communication] and all its contents reflect the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

3 
 

Main categories 
Under the kinds of books that boys may prefer, there are several categories that stand out.  In 
fiction, there are fantasy (usually short texts (novellas) or novels), science–fiction novels, graphic 
novels and comic books, and then there are non-fiction reading materials. Within these 
categories that are further subcategories that will be described later. No book ever falls 
exclusively into one category or one subcategory alone. Most books combine several categories 
and subcategories, although they may generally be described by the most prominent features 
of a particular category and subcategory. 

Fantasy 

Fantasy involves journeys and quests, magic, the creation of strange and unfamiliar contexts, 
and events that do not follow the physical laws of the universe. Some series create fantasy 
worlds, although others, such as the Harry Potter series, are initially set in the real world (also 
called primary world) but with magic elements intruding into it: Hogwarts is a secondary world. 
Because it is not confined by the real world, fantasy is able to convey complex ideas symbolically 
and offer fresh or alternative perspectives on the real world. Some authors claim that most 
fantasy incorporates classic mythology. There are several types of fantasy narratives. Fantasy 
acts as escapist for boys because reality issues may be confronted indirectly and through non-
real means. Fantasy clearly functions within the world of imagination, where only the 
metaphysical rules of the fantastic apply. Fantasy is generally combined with other 
subcategories, such as school stories, animal stories, dystopian fantasy, allegorical fantasy, 
among many others. There are many examples of fantasy fiction titles referred to in the survey, 
both through international bestsellers, such as J.K Rowling’s Harry Potter series, Luc Besson’s 
Arthur, Jo Nesbo’s Fart Powder, or John Flanagan’s Ranger’s Apprentice, and through national 
texts: the Portuguese Sophia de Mello Breyner Andresen’s A menina do mar (The Sea Girl);  the 
Greek Alki Zei’s Ο ψεύτης παππούς (The liar grandfather);  the Austrian Christine Nöstlinger’s 
Als mein Vater die Mutter der Anna Lachs heiraten wollte (When my father wanted to marry the 
mother of Anna Lachs); the Polish series by Andrzej Sapkowski, cykl Wiedźmin (The Witcher 
series); the Romanian Ionel Teodoreanu’s At Medeleni (La Medeleni); the Cypriot Costas 
Montis’s Ο αφέντης Μπατίστας και τ' άλλα, (Afentis Batistas and The Other Things); the 
American series by Cassandra Clare The Mortal Instruments; Landy Derek’s  Skulduggery 
Pleasant series; or Neil Gaiman’s Stardust. 

Science Fiction 

Science fiction involves elements of science and technology as the basis for conflict or the plot 
of a story. It generally takes place in the future or other planets. Its main difference from fantasy 
stories is the existence of science, whereas fantasy will use magic, but sometimes it is hard to 
distinguish fantasy from science fiction. Contemporary science fiction relies heavily on the 
effects of science and technology on people. Science fiction does not have an immediate 
connection to boys’ lives compared to realist fiction, because it is based on assumptions 
unconfirmed or on considering as reality certain technological inventions, which are 
theoretically possible but still unrealized. Science-fiction literature is also called anticipation 
literature and it can be further subdivided into dystopian, alien invasion, apocalyptic and post-
apocalyptic, cyberpunk, post-cyberpunk, ecological, space opera, time-travel. There are classic 
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science fiction texts that boys still like, such as Jules Verne’s 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, but 
it is contemporary science-fiction series that seem to attract boy readers most, such as Veronica 
Roth’s Divergent trilogy; Alex Scarrow’s Time Riders; Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger Games; Philip 
Reeve’s Larklight Trilogy; Rodrick Gordon’s Brian Williams; Pittacus Lore’s Lorien Legacies 

Graphic novels and comic books 

Another category that boys easily engage with are graphic novels and comic books, i.e. books 
with a powerful visual component and which articulate meaning between written text and visual 
text, which is a curricular topic of study in most school curricula.  

The main distinction between them is that comics, such as the Japanese manga, the Marvel or 
the Disney comics (The Avengers, Spider-man etc.), are series of books with short texts and many 
pictures, while graphic novels tend to be more comprehensive than comics are.  

In both there is a shared readership of boys and men for this kind of books, which may well be 
appropriated by educators and parents to promote boys' reading.  

Graphic novels 

Graphic novels are book-length comics. They are comic books with the length of novels, 
though not all graphic novels have to be 'novels'. The term was generalized in Europe in 
the 1980s by Will Eisner and became established in mainstream culture in the 21st 
century. Graphic novels and comic books can be found as translations (mainly from 
English) and also as national publications in most European countries surveyed. 

Graphic novels can approach several topics, such as detective stories, spy stories, 
adventure stories.  

The most popular graphic novels among the boys surveyed is the Jeff Kinney's Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid series, about a young protagonist who comically and satirically describes 
contemporary realist settings. Another similar example is James Patterson's Middle 
School: The Worst Years of My Life comedy series, or the popular series 'Mikołajek' and 
'Mateuszek' Polish series, which relates the many vicissitudes of boys at school; there is 
also the Austrian Christian Opperer's Boysday series; or the Portuguese graphic novel by 
Álvaro Magalhães and Carlos J. Campos O Estranhão (The Strange One).  

Popular graphic novels may be of a more serious nature, such as Apostolos Doxiadis's 
Logicomix: An Epic Search for Truth, a Greek graphic novel which recounts the life story 
of the prominent British philosopher Bertrand Russell through a spiritual odyssey 
fictional landscape; or Isabel Greenberg's The Encyclopedia of Early Earth, a collection 
of chronicles of the explorations of a young man from the North Pole to the South Pole.  

There are other very famous graphic novels among boys, which draw on spy fiction, such 
as Robert Muchamore's Cherub series (I and II), which is about young adult orphan 
children who become hero spies for the British Intelligence.  
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For the younger readers (10 or 11-year-olds) the Geronimo Stilton series about a mouse 
detective and the Van Gemert and Janssen's series Mini Soccer-Mania, about two young 
boys who play football, are very popular. 

Comic books (Comics) 

Comic books (Comics) are pictorial narratives or storytelling by images (illustration) and 
text, with speech balloons, captions and other techniques (drawings, photographs, 
computer-generated illustrations) to convey narrative. Some authors (Scott McCloud) 
highlight their main feature as sequence, while others (Kyle; R.C. Harvey) prefer to point 
to the blending of verbal and visual content. Comics are an attractive form for boys who 
like to read, as well as for non-readers. The Marvel series, for example, combines many 
plot topics loved by boys: science fiction, fantasy, horror, adventure, and action. The 
heroes with supernatural powers are particularly interesting for boys aged 11 to 14; so 
are also some of the earlier European comic books, such as Hergé's Tintin series and 
Goscinny e Uderzo's Astérix series. Some other examples: Liz Pichon’s Tom Gates. 

Non fiction 

It is generally acknowledged that boys prefer information-oriented, descriptive, reporting, 
pragmatic, application-oriented and activity guidance texts, in contrast to girls who prefer 
entertainment text and literature that is narrative, emotional, and about social relations. 
Therefore, among preferred reading materials for boys there is a search for information, facts, 
as well as models for thinking and action in concrete situations. The preferred topics are sports 
(such as in Tim Hammond’s Sport), cars, technical equipment, computers and the Internet. 
Nonfiction books often contain illustrations that facilitate boys reading. Magazines, reference 
books, popular science texts and humour sketches on contemporary living were the categories 
more widely mentioned in the survey. 

Magazines 

Boys seem to like to engage with several non-fiction materials, such as magazines (i.e. 
The National Geographic Magazine, newspaper sections created especially for them, 
and teen Magazines), which are read for the scientific, historical and how-to-do 
information contained therein. These texts may include journalistic reports, 
ethnographic or historical reports, as well as travelogues, sports news, cars, etc.. 
Magazines are a good means to reach weak readers as they may engage with short texts, 
games, riddles, and stories. Some examples of magazines read in Austria by 10 to 15-
year-old boys, such as Geolino (knowledge magazine), Bravo (music, fashion, stars), 
Bravo sports, Mickey Maus, can also be found across Europe. 

Reference 

Atlases, encyclopedias, thematic dictionaries, or The Guinness Book of Records contain 
factual information that appeals to boys. They concern world themes, experiments, 
specialist knowledge. For example: Jürgen Brater and Irma Schick’s Rasend schnell und 
tierisch langsam about contrasts and differences in the animal kingdom appeals to the 
kind of knowledge boys are keen on. 
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Popular science 

Edward de Bono’s books, such as Teach Yourself How to Think, and Lucy and Stephen 
Hawking’s book George`s Secret Key to the Universe are examples of popular science 
books that also appeal to boys’ curiosity for scientific knowledge told in an accessible 
way. New Yorker journalist Malcolm Gladwell’s Tipping Point is an example in the field 
of social psychology as is Daniel Pink’s The Whole New Mind, on cognitive neuroscience. 
This category may also include books about social relations and sex/love, such as Uta 
Weber’s Das wollen Jungs wissen (That is what Boys want to know). Within this category 
there are also biographies of great scientists, such as Mike Goldsmith’s Forscher 
(Scientists) or Maja Nielson’s Kosmonauten: Mit 20 Mio Ps ins All. 

 Humour sketches of contemporary living 

Sketches depict a single representative moment or an episode from the life of one or 
maximum two, three characters. In contemporary culture there are short humour 
descriptions, stories and essays that appear in newspapers about everyday situations. 
They are about contemporary life and often present facts in a comical or from an original 
perspective that causes laughter. They are sometimes compiled in book form. They may 
be micro-narratives, such as jokes. They are narratives that release tension, have oral 
roots and promote sociability through the connection that is established between the 
teller/writer and the audience. See, for example, Nuno Markl’s O Homem Que Mordeu 
o Cão (The Man Who Bit The Dog) or Ephraim Kishon’s My Family Right or Wrong about 
family life. 

 

Further categories 

In particular cultural contexts, some other categories may also be given pride of place as boys’ 
reading. Among these are the realist novel, the historical novel, poetry, fairy tales, fables and 
reading on other media. 

Realist novel 

There are several types of the realist novel (an extended fictional prose narrative, usually 
involving a central character), of character, of incident, of manners, of sensibility, of social 
protest (H. Beecher – Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin), or the psychological novel, such as John 
Boyne’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, Antonis Samarakis’s Το λάθος (The Mistake); Rosemarie 
Eichinger’s Essen Tote Erdbeerkuchen (Eating Dead Strawberry Cakes); José Mauro de 
Vasconcelos’s, O Meu Pé de Laranja Lima (My Sweet Orange Tree); John Green’s The fault in our 
stars; Kostis Palamas’s The death of a Youth (O thanatos tou palijariou); Katherine Paterson’s 
Bridge to Terabithia. It is quite common to find examples of coming of age young adult novels 
within this category, such as the Croatian Pavao Pavličić’s Trojica u Trnju (Three boys in Trnje). 

Historical novel 

The historical novel is another example of a category that some cultures value more than others. 
It ranges from the mythology of Ancient Greece and Egypt to the Second World War. Historical 
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legends reinterpret historical events and adapt events and characters to the aesthetic and 
moral-ideological patterns of the community. Legends (“legendă” in Romanian use miraculous 
and fantastic events to provide a genetic explanation - generally causal - of some phenomena, 
events, characteristics of plants, animals, humans, cosmos, by recounting certain historical 
events deformed by miraculous intervention. Examples: Pierdomenico Baccalario’s La 
Verdadera Historia Del Capitàn Garfio (The True Story of Captain Fork); Markus Zusak’s The Book 
Thief; Henryk Sienkiewicz’s Kroz pustinju i prašumu (In desert and wilderness) or Vladimir Nazor’s 
Voda (Water) and and Dinko Šimunović:’s Alkar. 

Poetry 

Poetry is another category that seems to be popular in particular European cultures as boys’ 
reading. It may be rhymed, or not. There are some examples of nonsense poetry; of idyll poetry 
depicting a peaceful, idealized country scene, or long poems that tell a story about ancient 
heroes; of epic poetry, a long narrative poem recounting deeds of legendary heroes. Some 
examples: Soares’ Poemas da Mentira e da Verdade (Poems of Falsehood and Truth); Breyner’s 
Primeiro livro de poesia. Poemas em língua portuguesa para a infância e a adolescência (My First 
Poetry Book. Poems in Portuguese for Children and Adolescents); Mihai Eminescu’s The Evening 
Star. 

Fairy tales  

Fairy tales are one of the most important categories of literature for children and young people, 
often retold by contemporary authors. They include fantastic stories with magic and 
enchantments, involving supernatural characters such as: 
dwarves, elves, fairies, giants, gnomes, goblins, mermaids, trolls, or witches. Example: Mihai 
Eminescu’s Prince Charming of the Tear or Aleksandar Puškin’s Fairy tale about fishmen and the 
fish. There are also adventure stories with fairy tale elements as in Astrid Lingren. 
 
Folk Tales 
Folk tales have originated in the oral lore of a people and later some of them were transcribed 
into stories for children. Croatian Stjepko Težak’s Šaljive narodne price (Humorous Folk Tales) is 
an example of how folk tales can be appropriate for 5th grade readers. 

Fables 

Fables contain short allegorical stories in which human defects are satirized, in order to correct 
them. The characters are plants, animals or even things. The predominant figure of speech is the 
personification, such as Grigore Alexandrescu’s The Ox and the Calf. 

Reading on other Media  

New digital developments and the web have created new forms of reading materials. Audio 
books constitute an important additionally media to promote reading in that adolescent hear 
the story and are motivated to read more. E-books and apps provide digital and online reading 
possibilities, which may be interactive and participatory. 
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Subcategories 
Besides the above-mentioned book/ reading material categories, there are plot topics that boys 
may prefer to read about, in striking contrast to girls. We have called these subcategories, and 
the most prominent among them are action, adventure, animal (fantasy), allegorical (fantasy), 
crime or detectives, dystopia, mystery, paranormal, spy, and sports.  All these subcategories may 
be combined in a narrative, though the latter will often be defined by its most prominent 
feature. Besides the subcategories defined below and the examples given to illustrate each of 
them, there are others, such as, for example, the so-called ‘sick-lit’ that highlights young 
protagonists who are ill or dying (John Greene’s The Fault is in the Stars); or ‘math fiction’ to 
describe books that have some elements of mathematics, or feature real or fictional 
mathematicians (Denis Guedj’s The Parrot’s Theorem); or ‘the philosophical novel’ devoted to 
addressing topics of discursive philosophy, such as in Jostein Gaarder’s The Solitaire Mystery. 

Action  

Action stories emphasise action sequences across many contexts, such as sports or a 
combat in the martial arts. Action requires focus on any kind of movement.  

Adventure  

Adventure stories feature adventures that involve risk and physical danger for the 
protagonists, who are forced outside their normal routines and to act accordingly. They 
are characterized by quick pace and essentially involve the reader in the plot, rather 
than in characterization or setting. Adventure series generally involve the main 
characters in a series of adventures (one per book), the young readers can easily identify 
with. Because of the above characteristics, they are said to be very appropriate for 
reluctant readers. Adventure stories often overlap with other categories, such as school 
stories, crime novels, spy stories, science fiction, and fantasy. When adventure is mixed 
with intrigue and suspense we have a thriller. Common adventure stories involve a 
group of children who solve mysteries, such as in Magalhães and Alçada’s Uma Aventura 
series. Robert L Stevenson’s Treasure Island, James Fennimore Cooper’s The Last of the 
Mohicans, Jack London’s White Fang, and Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn and Jules Verne’s Around the World in Eighty Days are classic adventure stories. 

Allegorical (Fantasy).  

This kind of fantasy uses many science fiction devices, including Time Travel, other 
Dimensions and Parallel Worlds. C. S. Lewis’s Narnia Chronicles are an example of 
allegorical fantasy. 

Animal   

This kind of fantasy involves animal characters set in real worlds. They may be described 
in naturalistic or allegorical ways. Animals may be used as in fables, to represent human 
characteristics or be on a par with humans. Christopher Paolini’s Inheritance Cycle 
(Eragon, Eldest, Brisingr, and Inheritance) could be considered an animal fantasy 
because of the dragon characters. The Joe Carrot series, the Erin Hunter’s Warrior Cats 
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series, and the Geronimo Stilton series are animal stories. Erin Hunter’s Into the Wild 
and Survivors: Darkeness Falls are examples of animal fantasy stories. 

Childhood 

These stories are about childhood experiences and growing up. Charles Dickens’s Oliver 
Twist is a good example; as are the more contemporary John Boyne’s The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas; Ferenc Molnar´s Junaci Pavlove ulice (Pavlo's street heroes) and Božidar 
Prosenjak’s Divlji konj (Wild horse). 

Crime or detective  

These stories are generally fast-paced and revolve around a detective character and a 
crime or mystery that has to be solved. The Polish The Three Investigators adventure 
series is a good example, as is Jadranko Bitenc’s Twist na bazenu (Twist by the pool). 

Dystopia   

Dystopia is becoming common in contemporary fantasy series. It offers visions on the 
future of societies that contain images of how worse they can become when compared 
to the present. Dystopian narratives incorporate a comment on present times, but also 
a call for action to change reality. They are designed to critique the potential negative 
implications of certain forms of utopian thought. They also possess a strong satirical 
dimension that is designed to warn against the possible consequences of certain 
tendencies in the real world of the present. Suzanne Collin’s The Hunger Games is a good 
example of dystopian fiction. 

Mystery 

Fiction dealing with the solution of a crime or the unraveling of secrets. Solving puzzles 
and discovering secrets is the aim of reading these stories, such as the Rafał Kosik’s 
series Felix, Net i Nika. 

Paranormal 

The paranormal generally includes reference to the strange (not normal) aspects of 
normal reality. It may include stories about vampires, such as Richelle Mead’s Vampire 
Academy, an urban fantasy narrative. Another example is Magalhães’ Triângulo Jota; 
Ivan Kušan’s Koko and the ghosts. 

School 

The narrative describes a school, pupils and teachers, such as Barbu Ştefănescu 
Delavrancea’s Mister Vucea. 

Spy  

Spy stories involve spy characters, espionage, and a mystery plot. The spy story emerged 
in the early twentieth century, inspired by rivalries and intrigues between the major 
powers and the establishment of modern intelligence agencies. One of the titles that 
seem to appeal to boys is Robert Muchamore’s Cherub series. The protagonists are 
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young people recruited by the British Intelligence. Another example is Joe Dunthorne’s 
Submarine. 

Sports  

Sports stories are about sportspeople or sports situations. The football theme is very 
popular with boys.  

 

Tensions 
In connection to the above categories and subcategories, there seems to exist a tension between 
recommended books in educational contents and booksellers' views on what is sold for boys. 
While the former will offer a variety of categories, a balance between past and present titles 
and national acclaimed authors with a view to educating youth, the latter highlight a list of 
international, contemporary best-sellers, mostly series, that are available in almost each of the 
partner countries in translation and/or in the original language (most of the times English), which 
stir boys’ interest and therefore may be suitable to engage reluctant readers in reading.  

Educators are often positioned midway, advocating both for the recommended booklists and 
for any other kind of reading that will interest readers since they claim that any kind of reading 
is useful to learn the grammar, the structure of a sentence, and the vocabulary. So, there will be 
classroom readings and there will be other readings to encourage boys reading in language 
lessons, in creative writing exercises, or even during their breaks in the beginning, between or 
at the end of the lessons. 

The ten top books among international bestsellers in the countries surveyed are J.K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter fantasy series; Jeff Kinney’s graphic novel Diary of a Wimpy Kid; Suzanne Collins’ 
young adult dystopian fantasy the Hunger Games series; Veronica Roth’s young adult dystopian 
science fiction trilogy Divergent; Rick Riordan’s fantasy The Percy Jackson and the Olympians; 
John Green’s young adult realist novel The Fault in Our Stars; Christopher Paolini’s teen epic 
fantasy fiction about dragons Inheritance cycle books; J. R. R.Tolkien’s allegorical fantasy Hobbit 
and The Lord of the Rings; Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s fantasy novel The Little Prince; and Robert 
Muchamore’s graphic detective series CHERUB. 

 

Further recommendations 
As further recommendations to promote boys' reading, we could sum up their alleged 
preferences as being the following: 

Series: A series of books is more appealing than a one-off book, because it addresses the 
collector’s spirit of boys and keeps them engaged with a set of characters throughout a series of 
adventures. 

Covers: Boys attach great importance to the cover (it should be colorful and dynamic) and the 
description of the book - these factors mostly decide whether to reach for the book or not. 
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Multimedia: Tie-ins and spinoffs with films and interactive webpages are book reading busters. 

Short text: short narratives and texts that combine writing with visual images may be good for 
reluctant readers, who quickly get bored. The time span is compressed and there are few 
subplots. 

Sports, action and adventure: Boys’ reading material has to be linked with their interests. 
Consequently, boys prefer sport and action/adventure stories which are plot driven rather than 
character driven. These stories are external, physical and not reflective.  

Action: Swift action, high-paced, amusing, sometimes violent (for older readers). 

Humour: (even if dark humour for older readers). Nonsensical language and amusing dialogue, 
comedy of errors involving characters, comedy of situations, unforeseen double meanings, 
riddles and proverbs. 

Perspective: Writing from the perspective of a young protagonist will engage the reader more. 
This first-person perspective is balanced by adult characters in the background. 

Characters: animal characters may appeal to younger readers (11 or 12 years old); most books 
feature groups of teenagers or young adults of both sexes who have the power to impact on 
their surrounding reality.  

Topics: Addressing a variety of contemporary topics or historical periods that are relived through 
the actions of young protagonists is interesting for boy readers. So is the combination of 
fantastic elements of historical events and characters in a particular historical period. 

Quest:  There is often a quest. The narratives often start with a mysterious and unexpected turn 
of events that places the protagonist into a negative or ungainly situation. 

Death: The older readers are often interested in near-death situations and risk. Plots often 
include characters who have to cope with loss, such as the death of a loved one, or who have 
witnessed /learnt about violent deaths. 

Feeling of authenticity: when they are not reading fantasy, boys like to engage with texts that 
describe truthfully rivers, forests, caves, islands, etc.  

Alternative worlds. Utopias and dystopias, parallel worlds to reality and a mix of reality and 
fantasy are welcome approaches to boys, where there are magical creatures and magical 
solutions to real problems. 

The young male protagonist(s). The young protagonist often has to cope with the awkwardness 
of adolescence. The narratives often start with a mysterious and unexpected turn of events that 
places the protagonist into a difficult and powerless situation. 

Supernatural powers are welcome in protagonists or in other characters, especially in fantasy 
stories. So are courage, power and extraordinary feats. The feeling of being a winner, despite 
fear, desperation, difficulties and challenges, is very common. 
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Supernatural creatures and settings: witches, elf-lords, walking and speaking trees, good and 
bad wizards, magical dragons, ships that sail the sky, magical transformations, curses that 
rebound, surreal entities, etc. 

Male challenges: the most common ones involve physical prowess and action, defiance of the 
status quo, heroic acts in defence of the oppressed and poor, love of risk and adventure, crossing 
physical, geographical and moral barriers and frontiers. 
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